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BREAKING NEWS – Ships are backing up at Europe's ports 

Trump's trade policy, falling water levels, and staff shortages in handling operations are pushing 
Europe's ports to their limits. Ships are sometimes waiting for days, and goods are arriving at 
warehouses with enormous delays. There's no end in sight! 

The current global situation is causing severe delays in European ports, as the Financial Times 
reports, citing logistics companies. Ships are docked for days, waiting till container shipments are  
removed from bord. 

The problems are currently worst in the ports of Rotterdam, Antwerp, and Hamburg. This situation is 
expected to continue for months. All major European hubs for goods imports are currently 
overcrowded. 

As a result of these delays, production stops are threatened, as importers are only able to receive 
shipments at the final warehouses after significant delays. In addition, changes in the cooperation 
between shipping companies led to schedule changes and enormous downtimes in so-called transit 
ports. 

The currently low water and water levels pose a further problem. The ongoing drought in Western 
Europe for example, is currently hampering shipping on the Rhine. Due to the low water levels, cargo 
ships and tender vessels can only load to a limited extent in many places. Ultimately, the cargo has to 
be distributed among several vessels. 
Shipping companies are therefore adding uncalculated surcharges on the usual, agreed freight rates 
to compensate for the lower capacity utilization of inland tender vessels. All sections of the Rhine 
south of Duisburg and Cologne are affected. 

Duisburg port is a very important transshipment point for our imported goods. Many containers 
arrive by barge from the Port of Rotterdam to Duisburg in order to keep the transport costs of 
imports as low as possible. 
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Drought and unusually low water levels already caused huge problems in the summer of 2022,  
which led to supply bottlenecks and production problems for many companies. 

We are trying to prevent the further effects of the problems outlined and buffer them as best we can 
through our warehouses at our locations in Neukirchen-Vluyn and Rheurdt-Schaephuysen. However, 
whether we can guarantee this for our entire product range remains to be seen. 

Please plan for a long-term decision by choosing us. Be prepared for delivery delays. 

The agaSAAT team and your direct contact person are available to answer any questions you may 
have. 

You can reach us at +49 (0)2845-91460 

 	 	 	 	 	 www.agasaat.de 

Best regards 

Your agaSAAT TEAM 
 
  
 


