
 

 
 

agaSAAT® Market Report March 2023 

 

Dear Readers, 

This year's BIOFACH trade fair – the world's largest for organic products – has now come to an end. 
The slogan of this year's communal stand for exhibitors from the German state of North Rhine-
Westphalia (NRW) was  
        “NRW eats well”  
and we can’t say fairer than that. There were a lot of discussions about how the organic market will 
continue to evolve. We’ll bring you more details on this in a special trade fair report.  
For now, as always, we'd like to give you an update on the overall developments in the world of 
baking seeds and spices. 
Blue poppy 
Demand for the Easter trading period continues to be slow. Exports into non-EU countries continue 
as usual. This is keeping prices for raw materials at a high level, despite the lack of demand. The 
quality of raw materials stocks is not great – many of the storage facilities do not have the necessary 
infrastructure to store the goods in a well-ventilated, temperate-controlled environment. This 
impacts the sensory properties and contents of the goods.  
There continues to be good demand for agaBLUE® with a guaranteed morphine content of <4mg/kg. 
This variety, which is grown exclusively for agaSAAT and sold under our agaBLUE® brand name, is 
almost sold out. We are working flat out to prepare cultivation contracts for the 2023 harvest and 
secure enough fields. The competition for available growing fields still persists – so much so that we 
anticipate prices to be fixed at a high level for this season too. 
At BIOFACH 2023, we succeeded in making lots of new contacts for growing NATURLAND-certified 
ORGANIC blue poppy. The talks we had made us optimistic for next year's seed growing season. Now 
it's time to get down to the nitty-gritty of getting the seed into the ground as planned.  
 
Pumpkin seeds 
Speculation about the remaining harvest quantities in China is fuelling the market and pushing prices 
even higher. The situation is not expected to ease in the foreseeable future. We recommend securing 
your required quantities WITHOUT DELAY. Although container prices have returned to a normal level, 
shipments from the country of origin are delayed due to persistently high coronavirus infection 
figures.   
There was strong demand at BIOFACH for our agaSAAT pumpkin seeds grown in the Lower Rhine 
region. Even in conventional form, our pumpkin seeds are more than capable of holding their own in 
terms of quality, regionality, traceability and flavour. We would be happy to provide advice  
on integrating these products into your production process. Supply chain routes don't get more 
sustainable than this. Why not experience the outstanding quality of our locally grown  
products for yourself? 
 

 



 

 
Linseed  

Golden linseed remains in short supply. The quantities grown for last year's harvest are almost sold 

out. The remaining quantities of agaGOLDSTERN® Linseed from the 2022 harvest are also somewhat 

depleted. Buyers are impressed by the quality of the goods and are purchasing accordingly. We are 

working hard to secure and expand the area we have under cultivation with our contract growers. 

The market situation for brown linseed is less cut and dry. Importing supplies from Kazakhstan is very 

difficult due to high freight costs. Nevertheless, offers from Eastern Europe continue to undercut the 

market. Some of the goods are last year's stock, which are now entering the market via warehouses. 

We urge caution, especially with regards to the contents and sensory properties of the goods. 

 

Sesame, hulled/natural 

Prices for sesame seed from approved countries are still on the up. It has been confirmed that there 

is a shortage on the European market. To add to this, there is increasing demand from international 

buyers. We do not anticipate the situation to ease up before the forthcoming summer harvest arrives 

from India in July at the earliest. The much larger quantities expected may help to ease the market.  

The first quantities of NATURLAND-certified ORGANIC sesame from our cultivation project in 

Uganda have been approved and are currently en route by sea. In Africa, the availability of inspected 

ORGANIC goods is extremely limited. The harvested quantities of this product are also much smaller 

than in the previous year due to the aforementioned extreme weather. However, the first 

assessments of the decline in yield have been put into perspective. Based on the latest information 

from growers, we are anticipating a decline of approx. 25% compared to last year. We recommend 

securing your required quantities without delay.   

 

Chia 

The market situation remains tense, and availability of both conventional and ORGANIC goods 

remains scarce. Indications suggest that the market will ease no earlier than the new harvest in 

June/July. However, it will take several more weeks for these quantities to physically enter the 

market. Please check your supplies and secure your required quantities up to the third quarter of 

2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Sunflower seeds 

Demand on the oil market remains subdued, which is also impacting current price trends. Contrary to 

the assumption that the market and prices reconsolidate at the beginning of the year, things are still 

quiet. We will monitor any further developments and keep you up to date. If demand on the cooking 

oil market rises again at short notice, the prices for bakery-quality sunflower seeds will rise again too!   

ORGANIC sunflower seeds remain in short supply. Prices have increased again compared to previous 

months. However, the basic demand for certified ORGANIC goods still exceeds the available 

quantities and goods remain in scarce supply. If you have any remaining requirements, we 

recommend you urgently secure quantities up until the arrival of the new harvest in 

September/October 2023. 

 

Brief purchasing summary 

Blue poppy: Exports outside of the EU are continuing as usual, maintaining stability in the market. 

Please be cautious of low-cost offers – the storage conditions for raw goods are not always good 

enough to guarantee excellent quality.  

Our locally and sustainably produced agaBLUE® blue poppy is all but sold out.  

Pumpkin seeds: Speculators are continuing to drive up prices on the commodities market. The 

situation is not due to ease up any time soon! We recommend securing your required quantities 

without delay. 

Linseed: The market remains uncertain. The high transport costs for importing goods from 

Kazakhstan are reflected in offers.   

Sunflower seeds: The market is still relatively quiet, however, if demand on the cooking oil market 

should rise once again, the prices for bakery-quality goods will jump too.   

Sesame: Prices are continuing to rise and will only start to ease once the new harvest arrives from 

India this summer, if not later. We urge you to cover your requirements as soon as possible! 

Chia: The markets remain tight – contrary to all estimations, it is becoming apparent that availability 

will remain scarce until the arrival of the 2023 harvest. If you have any remaining requirements, we 

advise covering them without delay, taking into account the shipping lead times. 

 

 

With best regards, 

your agaSAAT team 

 

 

 

 


